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INAUGURATION OF EBF/IBF OFFICE – EURODAY –  VISIT TO BOOKSHOPS: 11-12 FEBRUARY 2008
Thank you very much to those of you who have provided EBF Secretariat with moral or material support in the process of moving the office! It has been hugely appreciated and we are now well installed. Some jobs still have to be done to make the office better-looking, which will be completed in the following weeks.

Those of you who are available are very welcome to a small warm-housing party to inaugurate the office on  Monday 11 February 2008 at 6.30 pm.  An optional  dinner will follow for EBF/IBF Members staying overnight and plan to attend the  “Euroday” that EBF is organizing on Tuesday 12 February, consisting of  presentations on EU-related topics of interest to the book trade.  Visits to bookshops are also planned in the second half of the afternoon or for the full day for those who would not be interested in attending the Euroday.

Book the dates!
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EUROPEAN MATTERS

EU adopts new ‘Lisbon Treaty’

The EU has a new treaty, to be known as the ‘Lisbon Treaty’, which is to be officially signed in the Portuguese capital on 13 December. After more than seven hours of negotiations in Lisbon on 18 October, EU leaders finally managed to reach agreement, both on the text of the treaty and the allocation of seats in the European Parliament, which after 2009 will be increased to 751 members.

The institutional crisis which has been dominating Europe since the French and Dutch rejections of the draft Constitution, would appear to be over. The final hurdle, a difficult one, still remains: the treaty needs to be ratified by all 27 Member States.

Thus far, only Ireland has announced, through Prime Minister Bertie Ahern, that it will hold a referendum. The two countries which voted ‘no’ in 2005 to the draft EU Constitution (France and the Netherlands) will not be organising referenda this time.

And then follow all the unknowns. The first is Denmark, which may be tempted to hold a referendum. Its national constitution specifies that any transfer of sovereignty must be approved by the people. 

As for the British, nothing is sure. The Labour Prime Minister, Gordon Brown, has mentioned repeatedly that it is not necessary to hold a referendum because the new treaty does not contain any major changes and more importantly, all the ‘red lines’ requested by the United Kingdom have been respected. He is, however, under a lot of pressure from Eurosceptics in England, who have not forgotten the promise made by Tony Blair (Brown’s predecessor) that any future EU treaty would be put to the people for approval.According to one British diplomat, the aim is to ratify the text in the first half of 2008.

For the rest, Poland and the Czech Republic, which were both hesitant during the negotiations on the treaty, are not expected to organise referenda although a final decision is still pending.

All countries want to ratify the text as soon as possible so that it can come into force on 1 January 2009, bringing to an end all the institutional reforms.

The treaty does not modify any of the decision rules of importance to booksellers (i.e. unanimous vote of the Council  still required for tax  - including VAT - matters)

(Source: Europe Information Service)
Conference: “EU actors: how to interact with European capitals?”

On Thursday 8 November Euractiv (an independent media portal fully dedicated to EU affairs) organized a conference at the European Parliament on what and how communicate to European Capitals and Citizens. 

Commissioners Kuneva (consumers Protection) and Orban (Multilingualism) both underlined that interaction between  European Policy makers and citizen was necessary for EU democracy. 

MEPs from different political parties were part of the first panel discussion on How to involve stakeholders in communicating Europe in the capitals? They all admitted that a gap was existing between EU institutions and stakeholders and that it was essential to fill it in by decentralizing the information,  and being able to come down to a “non-European’s technicians”  level. 

The second panel discussion was on how to reach journalists beyond "Brussels"? Representatives from different medium were present: BBC, Euronews, Radio France International, as well as representative of Euractive in France and Slovakia and two EU blog administrators.  The conclusion was that the best way to make EU policies and information relevant for stakeholders was to combine them with national and local interests.

http://www.euractiv.com/en/opinion/stakeholders-key-bringing-eu-policy-debates-national-level/article-168226

Reduced VAT rates, pandorra’S BOX THIRD EPISODE
 

EBF Secretariat already informed its readers (see Newsletters 139 & 141) of the communication made by the Commission on rationalisation of VAT rates.

The saga is going on some “agitation” is likely to be expected at the Ecofin Ministers of 13 November.

A political agreement by the 27 Member States being more than unlikely, the piece of information here below is just for your information

“…..Pending a political agreement by the 27 Member States – very hypothetical, at this stage – as to the recasting of reduced VAT rates, Ecofin ministers are called upon to discuss, on 13 November, a European Commission proposal aimed at extending a certain number of reduced VAT rates which will expire at the end of the year for countries which acceded to the European Union after 1 January 1995.

The objective is to amend the VAT Directive (2006/112/EC) by placing all member states on the same equal footing in order to avoid the global debate on reduced rates from being taken hostage by complaints, altogether legitimate, from the new member states. 

The Commission thus proposes extending the majority of exemptions reaching expiry until the end of 2010 at the earliest. It should be noted that all current exemptions will not be extended, in particular those which are "harmful to the proper functioning of the internal market," as well as those "which are in contradiction with other Community policies" (for example, exemptions relating to coal, fuels and oil (1) ).

Pending the opinion of the European Parliament, experts from the member states reached a broad consensus on 25 October on the basis of a compromise defended by the Portuguese EU Presidency/ […]

The Presidency compromise is attached to this newsletter in annex 2.
Exemptions 

The Presidency compromise is largely inspired by the Commission's initial proposal. All of the exemptions below would be extended until 31 December 2010.

Czech Republic: a reduced rate (equivalent to at least 5%) for the supply of construction work in the field of private housing not resulting from social policy and excluding construction materials

Cyprus: exemption with the right to deduct former VAT for the supply of pharmaceutical products and foodstuffs intended for human consumption; application of a reduced rate of at least 5% for the supply of catering services

Malta: exemption with the right to deduct VAT paid at the previous stage for foodstuff deliveries intended for human consumption and pharmaceutical products

Poland: exemption with the right to deduct VAT for deliveries of certain specialised books and periodicals; a reduced rate of at least 7% for the supply of catering services; a reduced rate of at least 3% applicable to deliveries of certain foodstuffs; a reduced rate of at least 7% for the supply of services relating to the construction, renovation and transformation of houses

Slovenia: application of a reduced rate of at least 8.5% for the preparation of meals; a reduced rate of at least 5% for the supply of construction work, renovation or maintenance of apartment buildings which do not result from social policy, except for construction materials.

(1)These exemptions concern Slovakia, Estonia and Hungary. They will expire at the end of 2007

FROM OUR MEMBERS
Germany : Swiss threat to German book trade

The decision to give up fixed prices in Switzerland is affecting the book trade of neighbouring Germany: 

“Despite vigorous lobbying from German and Swiss publishers and independent booksellers, the Swiss government sustained a ruling by the Swiss Competition Commission to overturn the fixed-price law and allow discounting there. […]

French publishers offset Swiss discounting by charging Swiss booksellers more than French ones, a move that German publishers might emulate. […]

Meanwhile, opinion is divided about what the Swiss decision will mean in Germany. Michael Naumann, a longtime publisher and editor, now running for mayor of Hamburg, as Germany’s culture minister some years back won a battle with the European Union to protect Germany’s fixed-price system. He’s not too worried, he said: “The fixed book price has worked for more than a century and has provided us with the most competitive book industry, something the market ideologues don’t quite understand,”. 

But Elisabeth Ruge sounds fearful. She runs Berlin Verlag, the German publisher of Richard Ford and of the English-language edition of the most recent “Harry Potter,” which has sold more than one million copies here. It’s not just the Swiss market, she said, but especially the growth of the German chain stores that troubles her.

“Small literary bookshops here sell our books and other literary books,” she explained. “The chain stores don’t even see our sales reps anymore.” […]
Full article: 

http://www.nytimes.com/2007/10/24/arts/24book.html?pagewanted=1&_r=1
(Source : New York Times)
The Netherlands:  Copyright Symposium

Amsterdam will be World Book Capital  City  from the 23rd of April 2008 to the 22nd of April 2009. UNESCO honoured the Dutch capital with this title in recognition of the programme organised by the professional Dutch book sector and literary world, thus ensuring broad support. 

The international symposium The Book in the Internet Era: Copyright and the Future for Authors, Publishers and Libraries will take place on the eve of this exceptional year-long event, 21-22 April 2008.

The guest speakers at this symposium include, among others, Dr. Ernst Hirsch Ballin, Dutch Minister of Justice, Paul Goldstein (Professor of Law at Stanford University), Richard Charkin (Executive Director of Bloomsbury) and James Boyle (Professor of Law at Duke University). 

To register and learn more about this symposium visit the website of Amsterdam World book Capital.

NORWAY: June Book Survey 

Every 6 month Synovate MMI measure the Norwegians’ book-buying habits (above 15 years old) 

This survey shows that Norwegians still plebiscites bookstores to buy books (54%) and that they are quite big readers as 45% of the people polled have had read more than 10 books in the last 12 months.

Figures of the survey are attached  in annex 1. 
UK: Amazon Prime launches in UK

Amazon.co.uk has launched a new service giving customers free guaranteed next day delivery in return for a yearly flat fee. Amazon Prime is already available to customers in the United States and Japan. The service gives customers free delivery for millions of items as well as discounts on other delivery services. Membership covers up to five family members within the same household.

Prime members in London or Birmingham will be charged £7.49 (~€10, 74) for the evening delivery service. It typically charges £14.99 (~€21,50), and guarantees evening delivery on all orders made before 11.30am.

(Source: thebookseller.com)
FROM THE BOOK WORLD 

A  European School for Booksellers

A conference organized by  the Italian Region of Umbria, “Towards a European Schools for Booskellers” in Paris, will gather the 3 major  bookselling schools in Europe, the Frankfurt Schulendes Deutshen Buchhandels (D), the INFL - Institut National de Formation des Libraires- (F)  in Paris and La Scuola Librai di  Orvieto (I)
The meeting aims at starting discussions for a long term collaboration between schools. Studying the setting up of  an international research center on the book industry and promoting exchanges between students and teachers are on the agenda.
The conference will take place on the 13th November in Paris at “La Maison d’Italie”. EBF’s Director, Françoise Dubruille, has been asked to intervene and be the “godmother” of the event.
For more information: 

APT Région Ombrie : +39 075 57 59523 – info@apt.umbria.it
Scuola Librai Italiani Orvieto – www.scuolalibraitaliani.it - +39 0763 306535

International sales up 40% at Amazon

Amazon.com's international websites saw sales rise 40% in the Retailer’s third-quarter. The company's UK, German, Japanese, French and Chinese sites saw turnover rise to $1.5bn (more than 1 million euro) --or 33% without favourable exchange rates. The international websites operating profit almost doubled over the period, from $50m (~€34m) to $98m (~€66m).


[…] The company sold 2.5 million copies of Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows worldwide, making it Amazon's largest new product release. But Amazon.co.uk Brian McBride admitted that the retailer did not make a profit on it after using it as a loss leader. McBride said that Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows became the biggest selling product of all time on Amazon.co.uk. 

(Source: thebookseller.com)
Young German woman is looking for an internship in an English-speaking bookshop.

“As a bookselling trainee in a German bookshop I am seeking a 4 to 6-week internship in a bookshop in an English-speaking European country. I am 29 years old and I studied English and German literature at university before I decided to become a bookseller. I am open-minded, customer-oriented and I adapt to new environments with ease. I have previously spent 8 months in Ireland and therefore conversing in English is not completely new to me. My preferred period of time would be 2 January 2008 - 15 February 2008. As to my financial situation: I am basically independent but as I expect the living expenses to be slightly higher than that where I live in Germany, I would appreciate some financial assistance of approximately €300 for the six weeks of my internship.”

Stephanie Schneider

Contact detail: schneider.steffi@googlemail.com
DIGITIZATION

MySpace enters the Book World

 MySpace is getting into the book business, notes the Associated Press. "The online social network, an increasingly popular venue for authors, booksellers and publishers, is collaborating with a children's imprint of HarperCollins on an environmental handbook coming out April 22, Earth Day."
"MySpace has entire online communities, such as the Impact Channel and OurPlanet, dedicated solely to environmental and social causes," Tom Anderson, co-founder and president of MySpace, said in a statement. "The first MySpace book is just one more way we are working to engage the MySpace community in environmental issues and encourage people to take action." "How great it is to launch a partnership with a company with as large an influence as MySpace on such an important topic," Jane Friedman, President and CEO of HarperCollins, said Wednesday in a statement.

(Source: thebookseller.com)
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Any comment? Something you want to publish in EBF Newsletter? WRITE TO US!

E-mail : frandubruille.eurobooks@skynet.be - 

E.B.F, 10 rue de la Science – 1000 Brussels – Belgium. 

Tel + 32 2 223 49 40 Fax + 32 2 223 49 38.
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